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ABSTRACT. Pawleta Michat, Przesztos¢ we wspétczesnosci. Studium metodologiczne archeologicznie
kreowanej przesztosci w przestrzeni spotecznej [Past in the present. A methodological study of an
archaeologically created past in social space]. Wydawnictwo Naukowe Uniwersytetu im. Adama
Mickiewicza w Poznaniu (Adam Mickiewicz University Press). Poznan 2016. Seria Archeologia nr 55.
Pp. 526. ISBN 978-83-232-3008-3. ISSN 0554-8195. Polish text with English summary.

The discussion presented here is centered around the significance of the prehistoric past as a subject
of archaeological research in modern-day Poland (after the political transformation in 1989) as well
as within the context of postmodern culture. The main aim of the book is a multi-aspect analysis of
the social context of the functioning, expression and significance of the past and the ways in which it
is evoked, both within and beyond academic discourse. It also attempts to define the role archaeology
has, or ought to have, as a scientific discipline that investigates and interprets the past in the face
of 21st century challenges and threats. The issues discussed focus on aspects such as the function
of archaeology in society, the preservation and presentation of archaeological heritage, archaeological
reserves and living museums, archaeology fétes, historical reenactments and archaeological museums.
I also investigate the question of the social functioning of archaeological sites, using the stone circle
reserves in Pomerania as an example, in the context of various opinions and approaches regarding
the interpretation of archaeological heritage and how it is applied in Poland today.
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